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2008 MAV Annual Conference
“ConnectEd Maths”

4th & 5th December, 2008
CALL FOR OPTIONS NOW OPEN

It’s time to start the ball rolling for this year’s
annual conference. If you have presented in
the past or have thought about presenting at
the conference this is your opportunity to
sign up for one of the most exciting events
on the education calendar. The Call for
Option form is available online now at
www.mav.vic.edu.au/pd/confs/index.html or
you can download a copy and email your
option to jallen@mav.vic.edu.au or fax to 03
9389 0399. The theme for this year -
"ConnectEd Maths" - relates to connecting
mathematics in many ways - to ICT, VELS,
PoLT, other subjects and the environment,
as well as connecting students to
enjoyment, employment, motivation,
ambition, their personal goals and self-
confidence through mathematical
understanding. For more information visit
the MAV website or contact Julie Allen on
03 9380 2399.

Julie Allen
Event and Sponsorship Manager

Welcome to Jennifer Bowden

The MAV is delighted to formally announce
the appointment of Jennifer Bowden as
Professional Officer for 2008.

Jennifer Bowden has always been
passionate about mathematics education.
In her nine years as a primary teacher she
has been a leader in innovative, open-
ended and real-life teaching practices.

In her role as Leading Teacher at Overport
Primary School she was Curriculum,
Teaching and Learning and Professional
Development Coordinator and was
responsible for the successful
implementation of the Victorian Essential
Learning Standards into her school.

She has recently completed a Master of
Education research thesis titled Engaging
With Change: Investigating Strategies of
Professional Learning in a Victorian School.
Jennifer has a passion for teaching,
improving curriculum and enhancing
teaching and learning experiences for both
students and teachers.

COMMON DENOMINATOR
DEADLINES FOR 2008

Term Issue Copy Inserts Mailed
3 227 23/6 11/7 18/7
4 228 17/9 1/10 10/10

Advertising Disclaimer

Common Denominator may contain paid
advertisements for third party products and services.
Third party advertisements are not endorsements or
recommendations by the Mathematical Association of
Victoria of the products or services offered. The MAV
does not make any representation as to the accuracy
or suitability of any of the information contained in
those advertisements. The MAV takes no
responsibility for the content of the ads, promises
made, or the quality/reliability of the products or
services offered in all advertisements.
For more information about advertising with the
Mathematical Association of Victoria, please contact
the office on 9380 2399.
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Stimulus books
Price: Members $9.45 per book (GST

incl.)
Non-members $10.95 (GST incl.)
plus postage and handling.

Action Numeracy Teacher Guide
Price: Members $35.00

Non-members $39.95
(GST incl.) plus postage and
handling.

Action Numeracy Student Workbook
Price: Members $12.45

Non-members $14.95
(GST incl.) plus postage and
handling.

T3 Conference, Dallas, Texas,
March 2008.

T3 Conference is all about Teachers
Teaching Mathematics with Technology. It is
organised annually by Texas Instruments
Education. Texas Instrument Education is a
worldwide organisation with about 700
instructors based in the USA, Europe,
Australia and Asia. The 2008 T3 in Dallas
was the twentieth conference and it has
attracted about 200 international trainers
and 2500 participants.

Australia was represented by a group of 10
leading mathematics teachers / TI-trainers
who have been effectively teaching
mathematics with TI technology over the
past decade or more. I was very fortunate to
win one of the three TI scholarships by
submitting a mathematics activity which I
used in my Year 10 classroom. The title of
the activity was ‘The Fraction Machine’ and
it was designed to enhance problem solving

and conjecture skills of the students with
assistance of the CAS technology on the TI
89 Titanium calculator. Presenting this
activity to a group of US teachers gave me a
wonderful opportunity to share my teaching
knowledge and to discuss classroom
strategies and brilliant teaching ideas with
international educators. It has been a very
successful and thought provoking
experience.

I attended 14 sessions over 3 days and was
privileged to watch other teachers in action,
listen to their inspiring ideas and share many
creative tasks and inventive problems. It
was very pleasing and fulfilling to realise that
we, Victorian teachers, are very much at the
forefront in teaching with the newest, mostly
advanced technology currently available. I
had a very unique opportunity to learn more
and more about global trends and the latest
technological achievements designed to
enhance mathematics understanding and
help students learn in a different way.
Inquiry, investigation, exploration, linking
ideas, making conjectures, seeing patterns,
discussing meaningful live problems and
justifying solutions adds a totally new
dimension to learning mathematical
concepts with the aid of technology.

It has never been so easily
accessible in the past to combine
multiple representations such as
algebraic, numerical, graphical and
geometrical when teaching a
particular concept. It has now become
available with the newest TI-nspire CAS
calculator. And it considerably changes the
way our students learn. The possibilities are
endless for teachers to design significant
tasks and for students to get involved,
interested and take over some of the
ownership of their learning. Technology also
allows easy differentiation of teaching
strategies so that we cater successfully both
for the less confident students as well as the
top achievers.

I am highly stimulated and further reassured
that I am doing an excellent job in teaching
my students with technology to provide the
best possible mathematical education.

Bozenna Graham
Wesley College, Vermont

To order at the special
member rate visit the

MAVOnline shop
www.mav.vic.edu.au/shop
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From the President

Welcome back to Term 2. I hope that you all
had a peaceful Easter break and are ready
for the joys and frustrations of teaching this
long term.

One of the issues which currently bothers
me most is that of the perception that
mathematics is hard. There is research that
suggests that a very small percentage of
people are “dyslexic” when it comes to
mathematics, a similar proportion to those
who have been formally identified as
dyslexic. But the notion that mathematics is
hard permeates society. I am sure that most
teachers have had parents excuse their
child’s lack of performance with the
comment that they were never any good at
mathematics. My response generally is that I
am not talking about their mathematics but
that of their child. This attitude permeates
the media. One of my favourite cartoon
characters is Danae, the feisty girl in the
Age cartoon Non Sequitir. This week, she is
stressed over her up and coming
mathematics test. I doubt that this particular
strip would have been printed, or perceived
to have the same punch, if the test had been
on Geography.

But a more encouraging reference appears
in the latest VIT journal iteach where the
eminent plastic surgeon Dr Fiona Wood
recalls that her favourite subject at school
was mathematics and she endorses the role
mathematics plays in facilitating problem
solving. Our role as teachers of mathematics
is to dispel the myth and provide a learning
environment which expects success from all
our students, not just a select few. This is
not an easy task but here at MAV we strive
to support teachers in this endeavour.

In my role as President I have been invited
to be a member of the Ministerial Advisory
Committee on Mathematics and Science
Education. I shall feed back to members
information as the work proceeds but I
request that any members who have ideas
and opinions on how we can improve the
outcomes for students by supporting
teachers in their endeavours to please write
to me.

Many of your heard Prof David Shallcross
address us at the Annual Conference last
December and were suitably enthralled by
his skill as a presenter and his enthusiasm
for mathematics in general. We are fortunate
enough to have recruited David again, this
time to speak on the wonders of
Melbourne’s sewage system at the original
core of the system, the old pumping station
now part of Science Works in Spotswood
(see article below). Please join us to hear
him at the Annual General Meeting of MAV
on 17 April 2008 at Science Works, 2
Booker Street, Spotswood.

Elizabeth Burns
President

The Mathematics of Poo
Presented by David Shallcross

Date: Thursday, 17 April 2008

Venue: Ian Potter Auditorium,
Scienceworks, 2 Booker Street,
Spotswood Victoria (Melways Map
42, B12)

Time: 6:00pm sharp
The Mathematics of Poo

6:30pm Welcome to Scienceworks. Tea &
coffee (Guided tours of pumping
station available)

7:00pm Annual General Meeting of the
members of the MAV
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Maths Games Days

Maths Games Days are on again
commencing with:

Year 9 at Wesley College, Elsternwick
on Tues 15 July, 2008

Year 10 at Mt Scopus, Burwood
on Wed 16 July 2008

Year 8 at PEGS, Keilor,
on Wed 23 July 2008

Year 5 at St Catherine’s, Toorak
on Thurs 24 July 2008

Please visit our web site
www.mav.vic.edu.au/studact/games_days.ht
m for other dates and on-line registrations.
Places are limited at most locations and
tend to fill very quickly, so apply as soon as
possible.
Want to know more about Games Days or
how to run one? Contact Mike Westbrook at
MAV on Tuesdays or Email
mwestbrook@mav.vic.edu.au.

Maths Talent Quest 2008

It’s that time of year again to start thinking
about your Maths Talent Quest entries. In its
26th year, the Maths Talent Quest (MTQ) is
an important component of the student
activities program within the MAV that
promotes mathematics across the
curriculum and provides students with an
opportunity to apply their knowledge of
mathematics to a diverse range of topics. It
encourages students to think deeply about
mathematics and to use mathematics in
everyday contexts.

Several resources are available for
download on the MAV website – it is
important that teachers collect as much
information as possible about the elements
and processes of the MTQ to ensure

projects are of an acceptable standard. (see
the Information booklet on
www.mav.vic.edu.au/studact/mtq.htm For
more information contact Mike Westbrook or
Jennifer Bowden at MAV.

Some important information and changes
to the MTQ for 2008:

• Please download the Information
Booklet from the MAV website - this
is your ‘Number 1’ source for MTQ
information.

• Check the MAV website regularly
for updates.

• Registration will open in Term 2 and
will be available on the MAV
website.

• You are required to complete your
School Judging and select entries
to send to the State Judging
BEFORE you register on the MAV
website.

• Every entry submitted MUST
include a SEPARATE log
book/journal/diary detailing the
student/s progress and reflections.

• Schools can now enter a maximum
of eight entries per year level.

• It is compulsory for each
metropolitan school to provide a
minimum of two hours judging.
Where schools have more than
five entries, an extra two hours of
judging must be provided for every
five extra entries. Regional schools
are also encouraged to participate
in judging.

• All participating students will receive
a certificate.

• Winning students will receive a
certificate and book voucher – no
cash prizes will be given.
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Title: Maths With Attitude

A total of sixteen kits from the Task Centre
Project for Year 3 to Year 10 (NOTE: Kits
are only available to Maths300 members,
but can be purchased at the same time as
membership). Kits offer a genuine
alternative to text-based mathematics
learning. Each kit includes:

20 hands-on tasks from the Task
Centre Project
whole class investigations from
Maths300 extracted to CD
a planning manual offering a week

by week, lesson by lesson structure
for integrating their use.

Built around the attitude that all students can
learn to work like a mathematician, the kits
resource teachers to both model how a
mathematician works and invite students to
apply the model for themselves. Only
available to Maths300 members, kits come
at four year levels - Years 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, 9/10
- and in four strands at each level - Chance
& Measurement, Number & Computation,
Pattern & Algebra, Space & Logic. Each kit
contains several weeks of hands-on
investigative work for each of the two years
of the level. The set of four kits at any level
offers 25 weeks of a Working
Mathematically curriculum.
For ways to integrate this into a VELS-
friendly weekly program, see Working
Mathematically in VELS: the Maths With
Attitude approach.
This is on the MAV website
www.mav.vic.edu.au /curriculum-planning.

Price: $429 per kit plus postage and
handling.

Note: Kits are only available to
Maths300 members, but can be
purchased at the same time as
membership.

Title: Action Numeracy

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER
TO MAV MEMBERS!!!!!!

BE QUICK THIS OFFER IS FOR A
LIMITED PERIOD ONLY!

Action Numeracy gives students the
opportunity to build on their skills through
open-ended, student-centred activities.
Stimulus books provide lively photographs to
incorporate real-world contexts for
investigations.
It takes a broad, cross-curricular approach
that brings together interrelated areas of the
curriculum, helping to make learning
purposeful and meaningful. You can learn
more and download samples from
www.acer.edu.au/acerpress/news/action-
numeracy.html

The kit consists of:
Action Numeracy (set of 10 Stimulus books)
with the following titles:

The art of maths
Communication

Cooking up a storm
Digging deep
Expeditions

The future of forests
Fun and games

Shapes and scapes
Thrills and spills

Wild weather.

Plus 1 student workbook
Plus 1 teacher Guide

Price: Members $125 (GST incl.)
Non-members $149.95 (GST incl.)
plus postage and handling

Further student work books and Stimulus
books can also be purchased separately at
special prices.
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